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Amendments to the Claims: 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1. (Cancelled) 

2. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1]] V\_ t 
further comprising: 

a point-to-multipoint functional entity coupled to said message distributor unit. 

3. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim IX 
wherein the base station system comprises an IP-based base station system. 

4. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1]] H, 
wherein said signalling functional unit comprises a BVC signalling functional unit. 

5. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1]] 11, 
wherein said network service entity comprises a PCU, 

6. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1]] H, 
wherein said packet information comprises GPRS data. 

7. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1]J H, 
wherein said packet information comprises EDGE GPRS data. 

8. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1]] H, 
wherein said connection interface comprises a Gb interface. 
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9. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1J] 11_, 
wherein said at least one point-to-point functional unit includes an RLC/MAC control 
unit. 

10. (Currently Amended) The network service entity of Claim [[1]] 11, 
wherein said at least one point-to-point functional unit is coupled to a radfo air interface. 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A network service entity for a base station 
system, comprising: 

at least one point-to-point functional unit: 
a signalling function unit: and 

a message distributor unit, said message distributor unit coupled to said at least 
one point-to-point functional unit. said_siqnalling function unit, and a connection 
interface, said message distributor unit operable to 

distribute packet information to or from said connection interface and The 
fi etwork s e rvic e e ntity of Claim 1, where i n paid mes sa g e d i stributor u nit i s oporablo to 
route BSS GPRS Protocol Virtual Connections Identifier (BVCH based {-BVCI-based 
BSS GPRS Protocol (BSSGP1 SSSGP packets. 

12. {Currently Amended) The network service entity of claim 11 [[1]] 7 
wherein said message distributor unit is operable to build a BVCI-to-IP addressfport 
relationship table using a plug 'n play application. 

13-38. (Cancelled) 

40. (Currently Amended) A node gateway for a base station system, 
comprising: 

at least one point-to-point functional unit; 
a signaling function unit: and 
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a message distributor unit coupled to a connection interface^ af*d-a point-to- 
multipoint functional unit and said signaling function unit said message distributor unit 
operable to distribute packet information to a plurality of network units and to route 
BVCI-based BSSGF packets via said connection interface. i-aa4 

a n e t w ork oo rv i c e managem e nt functional unit. 

41. (Cancelled) 

42. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 [[41]J, wherein the 
base station system comprises an IP-based base station system. 

43. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 [[41]], wherein said 
signalling information comprises BVC signalling information. 

44. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 f[41]] t wherein said 
network service functions reside in a PCU. 

45. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 [[41]], wherein said 
data comprises GPRS packet data. 

46. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 [[41]], wherein said 
data comprises EDGE GPRS data. 

47. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 48 [[41]], wherein said 
connection interface comprises a Gb interface. 

48. (Currently Amended) A method for controlling network service 
functions in a base station system, comprising the steps of: 

controfHna a connection for conveying data between at least two endooints in 
said base station system: 
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controlling a connection for conveying said data between at least a third endpoint 
and said at least two endooints in said base station system: 

controlling at least one connection for conveying signalling information in said 
base station system; and 

distributing said data to or from a connection interface including T he method of 
C l aim 41, wh e r ei n th e st e p of -di stribut i ng said data to or from a connoct i on int e rfac e 
compr i ooo routing BVCI-based BSSGP packets to or from a Gb interface. 

49, (New) The method of claim 48, further comprising the step of using a plug 
'n play application to build a BVCI-to-IP address/port relationship table. 

50. (New) The node of claim 40, the message distribution unit further operable 
to build a BVCI-to-IP address/port relationship table using a plug 'n play application. 
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